
The influence of this school upon education in dentistry throughout the
country has been strong. Most of the thirteen colleges in the United States
graduate students after attendance upon one course of instruction, if they have
already been in practice five years, the course being only four mouths long;
some continue five months, and one

—

the University of Michigan
—

six months.
The course in the Harvard school is eight and one half months long, and a

student must attend two full courses. The first year also is identical with that
of the medical school, and the students of the two schools are educated together,
and pass the same examinations at the erid of the first year. To this extent
the medical and dental schools are identical. In their second year they are

taught separately, except in general surgery.
There is no endowment for this school, the professors having performed

their duties gratuitously, the fees of the students being barely sufficient for the
running expenses. It is proposed to solicit aid from the public chiefly for the
purpose of forming a building fund, and it is possible that when the new med-
ical school is built there may be a wing for the accommodation of the dental
students provided for in this way. There is probably no school of the kind in
the world where so thorough an education is given, and we wish it success in
its new undertaking.

MR. BERGH AND NEW YORK VIVISECTIONISTS.
About a fortnight ago Mr. Henry Bergh addressed a communication to the

mayor of New York, in which he made an appeal for the prevention of the
sale of dogs captured in the streets to the medical faculty for the purpose of
vivisection. In the course of it he says :

" Will not the more conscientious of
the medical profession interpose at once their commanding influence to pre-
vent these scientific atrocities, and win for our country the proud distinction
of having been the first completely to end them? Can any philanthropist or

patriot unmoved behold the youth of our land initiated into such scenes, and,
instructed by teachers whom they have been taught to regard with respect and
veneration, thus perpetrate such revolting cruelties, with the specious idea
that they are prosecuting science ? ' '

One or two medical men having ventured, in reply to his sweeping asser-

tions, to uphold the practice of vivisection when properly conducted, Mr.
Bergh has now come out in the papers with a second long communication, in
which he endeavors to annihilate his opponents, and calls down all manner of
maledictions upon the devoted heads of vivisectors, great and small. In this
he incidentally proves to his own satisfaction that Harvey did not discover
the circulation of the blood, and states that Harvey nowhere claims that it
was by means of vivisection that he acquired his fame, but distinctly mentions
on the other hand, that it was reflection which led to the discovery. He de-
nies, as one of the medical writers asserted, that " nearly all that is known in
physiology has been obtained by experiments on living animals," supporting
his position by the authority of such names as those of Nélaton, Sir William
Ferguson, and Sir Charles Bell, and then takes up the statement of another
that " vivisection, as practiced in the colleges of this city and country, is con-
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ducted while the animals are under the influence of ether or chloroform, and
are kept in that condition until death." On this point he says : " The cele-
brated Baron von Wiln, in an autograph letter to me, asssures me ' that the
greater part of the experiments on animals are now devoted toward the brain
and its reference to the nervous system, and hence the poor animals, while
being tortured to death, are not even allowed the benefit of anaesthetics, as

these would interfere with the inferences drawn from experiments.' This lat-
ter fact has been repeatedly admitted to me by leading surgeons of this city,
themselves advocates of vivisection." The conclusion of the article is devoted
to instances of exceptional' cruelty in such experiments, and he prefaces it
with the following fierce paragraph : " At the head of barbarous and unfeeling
vivisectors stand the French and Italians, the Austrians and Germans next,
and lastly the English. The wretch Magendie, before alluded to, was un-

doubtedly the most abandoned criminal that ever lived. Where the pitiless
deeds of our own countrymen will ultimately rank them in this damnable
record, time will show."

MEDICAL NOTES.
— Professor Virchow has gone to London to assist Dr. Schliemann in com-

pleting the inspection of the collections of the latter gentleman from the
Troad, now lodged in the South Kensington Museum. Virchow will furnish
a chapter in the forthcoming work of Dr. Schliemann. It will give the result
of the ethnographic and geological investigations made by him in his recent
visit to the seat of Schliemann's excavations in the Troad.

—

Dr. Sayre recently applied his plaster-jacket to a selected case before a

number of physicians in Paris.
—

The celebrated French surgeon, Chassaignac,
lately died in Versailles at the age of seventy-four years.

—

" Phare's method for the treatment of colic," says the Medical Press and
Circular, " consists in inversion,

—

that is, simply in turning the patient up-
side down. Colic of several days' duration has thus been relieved in a few
minutes. The patient may take the elbow-knee position, or lie (face down)
on the edge of the bed, with head and shoulders hanging down. Complete in-
version, however, is best. The mechanical aid, in giving vent to gases, is per-
haps the most efficient element in the cure."

—

A Vienna correspondent of the Canada Medical and Surgical Journal
gives some statistics in proof of the recent assertion that the modern treat-
ment of disease in Germany is deteriorating. In Bamberger's clinic of twenty-
seven cases of pneumonia seventeen died ; twenty-four per cent, of all cases of
typhoid fever die ; facial erysipelas is " frequently fatal," etc.

— Dr. Westphal recently applied various tests in the case of a murderer
alleged to be insane. One of them was intoxication, the man having been
supplied with brandy. In this condition he was plied with questions, with the
belief that if his delusions were simulated he could not keep up the deceit
while in liquor. The man, however, persisted in his insane statements, and
therefore was considered actually demented.

— Dr. Neisser, of Breslau, reports in the Centralblatt für med. Wit., July
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